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1 Introduction 

St Oswald’s Church is in the heart of the Dyke House area of Hartlepool.  The striking Grade 
II listed building was built at the turn of the 20th century in the Perpendicular style by 
Newcastle architect William Searle Hicks.  It is notable for its distinctive tower and ten-bell 
peal as well as the ornate Ralph Hedley woodwork, Evetts stained glass and unique Hope 
Jones organ.  It is a substantial building, originally able to seat 800, and was founded and 
financed by Eliza Gray, built in memory of her deceased husband who was a member of the 
local Gray shipbuilding family. 
 
The church stands on an open, grassy corner overlooking Dyke House, between the modern 
vicarage and across the road from the well-used and recently refurbished church hall.  It 
serves a modest but growing congregation and welcomes much larger numbers to its 
seasonal services and for weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
 
The church works hard to help address these core social issues and to boost skills and self-
confidence in an inclusive and welcoming environment.  It works in partnership in particular 
with local charity The Wharton Trust and with the local schools.  
  
 
2 Current activities 

2.1 Worship 

The church is open daily for morning and evening prayers, and there are masses on Sunday, 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings.  Attendance can range between three and 60, generally 
made up of older adults, with up to 250 coming along to Christmas, Easter and other 
seasonal services.  There is also a fortnightly Bible Study session in the church hall. 
 
The unique peal of ten bells is rung every Sunday and for weddings.  The long aisle and 
large and elegantly soaring interior makes St Oswald’s a very popular venue for weddings; 
about ten are held here each year and a similar number of funerals.  There are also about 40 
baptisms per year.   
 
2.2 Community and other users 

The church and church hall are used for a number of church and community activities and 
events, including: 
 

 Weekly Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade meetings – a relatively new activity 
for St Oswald’s, drawing in about 15-20 young people 

 Occasional parish council meetings – about six a year with 10-15 attending 
 A range of fayres and gatherings at the church hall led by the church, such as teas 

with games for after-school families, community lunches, barbecues, seasonal fayres 
and table top sales 
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 A range of group activities in the church hall, including crafts, toddlers and dance, 
attracting up to 30 to the sessions 

 Bellringing activities – the bells are rung every Sunday and there is a practice every 
Thursday; groups of bellringers also visit the church three or four times a year to try 
out the unusual peal (there are also hand bells in the church) 

 The church is used by the primary school opposite for its main services and there are 
regular school visits to the church by the primary and local special schools 

 Occasional musical events in the church, such as Northern Voices, Hartlepool Youth 
Orchestra 

 Occasional private hire events and parties in the church hall by local people 
 The church also started and runs a food bank service 

 
The church also holds a number of events and activities, including children’s fayres and bus 
trips for local people, in partnership with The Wharton Trust.  The Trust is a local charity 
committed to reducing the effects of worklessness and poverty in the area, and operates The 
Annexe, a recently-refurbished local Community & Resource Centre that includes a library, 
free wifi, public computers and a café.  It offers training, clubs, activities and play and has 
several rooms available for hire. 
 
St Oswald’s has also established an excellent relationship with the Hartlepool Guild of 
Bellringers, who ring the bells weekly.  The Bellringers have also been instrumental in 
attracting funding for the restoration of the peal and tower.  The Guild numbers around 20-
30 members, including adults and children.  
 
2.3 Visitors 

The church is not usually open outside of services and events, although the key is available 
from the adjacent vicarage at any time.  The incumbent is also very willing to provide 
informal guided tours of the church on request and already does so on an occasional basis. 
 
It is not known how many visitors come to the church and there is no visitors’ book to track 
them, but numbers are inevitably limited by the fact that the church is largely kept locked.  
The team has previously tried opening at specific times e.g. one year throughout Lent and 
once as part of a Steeplechase, but no-one came to either.  This might be the result of the 
general lack of confidence / reticence noted within the community; it may also have much to 
do with lack of marketing, promotion and awareness. 
 
Also, while the church sits on an open plot, its lofty façade, closed doors and inadequately-lit 
interior can make it appear shut even when events are going on inside.  In addition, many of 
the activities that engage local people and families actually take place in the church hall 
opposite.   
 
 
3 Current heritage experience and offer 

3.1 Access 

As noted above, the church is generally locked and, despite the key being easily available, 
this may well be a barrier to some people looking for a place for quiet prayer or 
contemplation, wanting to enjoy its history or following family links outside of service times. 
 
There are steps up to the main church door but ramped wheelchair access is provided at the 
side door, although the doorways are narrow.  Once inside, the side aisles are cleared and 
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routes between the fixed pews in the centre of the nave are level, although the altar, font 
and other features are raised.  There is a fully accessible toilet near the chancel. 
 
3.2 Interpretation 

The church offers a small number of ways to find out about its mission, special qualities and 
history currently, including: 
 

 The deanery website, http://churchofenglandhartlepool.org.uk/home/find-a-
church/st-oswalds/, which includes information about St Oswald’s mission, activities 
and events, along with a bit of insight into the building’s history.  The church is also 
included in A Church Near You, http://www.achurchnearyou.com/hartlepool-st-
oswald/; this includes only basic contact information and there is the potential for the 
team to add much more and make greater use of this resource.  The team has 
already identified a need to have a greater presence on line and is in the process of 
developing a parish website 

 Guided tours, the incumbent will happily provide guided tours for visitors,  special 
interest groups and schools on request 

 Talks and presentations; these are occasional activities  
 
Members of the team are very interested and knowledgeable about many aspects of the 
church’s history and architecture and have gathered a host of information about it.  There 
are clearly opportunities to develop the interpretation on site and to make more of this 
archive available to general users and those with a special interest. 
 
3.3 Facilities 

The church offers a reasonable level of supporting facilities, including: 
 

 A fully accessible toilet 
 Areas at the rear of the nave and in a side aisle for sales, with payment by honesty 

box 
 An area in the side aisle set up with a table and chairs for meetings and activities, 

with toys for children 
 A reasonable sized vestry with storage 
 Noticeboards at the back of the nave providing information about worship, events 

etc. 
 The bell tower; access to the tower is via a narrow spiral staircase to the ringing 

floor and a further spiral staircase to the bells themselves.  This is manageable by the 
bell ringers but visitor access is very difficult (possible for special / managed access 
only) 

 Currently unused spaces either side of the chancel and a corridor leading to a 
disused coal store and toilet, which have the potential for development for a variety 
of front and back of house uses 

 
Heating and lighting in the church are currently poor and inefficient and there are no 
catering facilities on site.   
 
However, there are catering and other facilities available across the road in the church hall.  
This is a good sized building that has recently been refurbished and is well used for a variety 
of activities; it also has a community garden. 
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4 Current and potential users 

4.1 The congregation 

A small congregation of up to about 60 to weekly services, with larger numbers for seasonal 
services, baptisms and funerals.  There is a good relationship with local schools, who use the 
church for services and visit fairly regularly.   
 
4.2 The community and other users 

Dyke House is the most deprived ward in Hartlepool, which is one of the most deprived 
boroughs in the country.  There is a stable long-term population there but also, with the 
development of the marina and a lot of new building in the area, a significant group of 
transient residents.  Issues for Dyke House include unemployment, low incomes, poor health 
and education and crime. 
 
The incumbent describes the local community as lacking in self-confidence and thus often 
slow to engage with new activities and events, nervous that new services will just as quickly 
be withdrawn.  He is keen to see new initiatives that will help bolster confidence and 
recognise skills and abilities, and which will help stimulate the community’s pride in and 
sense of ownership of its unique qualities and heritage assets.   
 
The church team is already working hard to provide important services for the community, 
including engaging with local schools and delivering lunch clubs and a food bank, and 
working effectively in partnership with the Wharton Trust and others.  It has aspirations to 
do much more but the team is at capacity and it is essential to attract and engage more 
volunteers so that it can continue to deliver and develop facilities and activities for 
congregation and community.  It is also recognised that the facilities and spaces within the 
church are not ideal currently. 
 
With good quality community facilities and activities already being offered at The Annexe 
and elsewhere in Hartlepool, it is essential that St Oswald’s does not try to compete with 
them in future.  The church and Annexe are already working well together by sharing 
resources and offering complementary facilities and activities.  The church hall offers 
generally bigger spaces than The Annexe, which means they are meeting the needs of 
different audiences anyway to date, and the two work with different groups e.g. there are 
good youth clubs at The Annexe while the church focuses on CLCGB and other uniformed 
groups. 
 
4.3 Visitors 

As noted earlier, the numbers and nature of visitors to the church is uncertain beyond 
services and events.  Feedback from visitors, particularly special interest groups like the 
bellringers, does demonstrate that the church can draw people from near and far and that 
there is an appetite for its history and stories. 
 
Hartlepool has worked hard to promote itself as a tourism destination, with the focus 
primarily on the historic quay and marina about a mile away from St Oswald’s.  There is the 
potential for the church to put itself more firmly on the heritage map – much as St Hilda’s 
Church on the Headland has done – by developing interpretation, linking itself with other 
attractions and raising its profile amongst special interest individuals and groups.  Suitable 
activities and events on the right topics could attract a more diverse audience, particularly if 
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well promoted and publicised.  However, the church’s primary purpose will continue to be to 
reach out to and meet the needs of the local community.  
 
The heritage offer could be developed at St Oswald’s with careful and sensitive projects, 
partnership working and effective promotion.  Opportunities include: 
 

 Capitalising on the exciting work being undertaken for the restoration of the church 
bells and tower.  There is already a great deal of specialist interest in the bells and 
their unusual peal and the team is already considering ways to engage local people 
and non-specialist visitors with the bells and their story, once they are relocated into 
the body of the church during the restoration process 

 Building on those activities and special qualities that have already been shown locally 
to inspire adults, young people and children, and which can be part of celebrating 
local talent and creating exciting new heritage-related resources, including musical 
activities, art projects, film and performance  

 Developing links with those already working on celebrating Hartlepool’s heritage and 
sharing skills and resources with them.  This could include Hartlepool Museum, the 
team at the historic quay and the local history society1 

 Developing links with other heritage sites in the area: interpretive links and trails 
celebrating the maritime and shipbuilding heritage of Hartlepool could be made with 
the historic quay, marina, museum, St Hilda’s and other associated sites and 
churches and/or with other Arts & Crafts churches and sites farther afield such as St 
Oswald’s sister church of St Chad in Bensham and St Aidan’s Church in Bamburgh 
with its WS Hicks stone screen.  These could take the form of a local heritage walking 
trail from the church and/or shared resources and trails across the region  

 Using the heritage as an opportunity to work in partnership to provide training for 
community members and to develop and share new skills; this might begin with 
training on digitising the church archives and making them available on the new 
parish website  

 Looking at opportunities to use the church and community’s history and heritage for 
broader benefits with e.g. local schools and care homes.  Opportunities exist to e.g. 
create reminiscence boxes for dementia sufferers as part of the outreach work with 
local care homes and/or develop church resources for visiting schools and other 
groups 

 
4.4 Volunteers 

The dedicated and loyal core church team offers a range of very useful skills, not least their 
knowledge of and enthusiasm for the church and commitment to developing and sharing its 
mission, special qualities and stories.  Practical skills such as partnership working, project 
management and finance have proved invaluable to date. 
 
However, the core team is small, already stretched and determined to do much more.  It is 
therefore key to attract new volunteers and other support in order to move forward.   
 

                                           
1 For example, there is an excellent on line archive of local images as part of a project called 
Hartlepool History Then and Now (http://hhtandn.org/) and a comprehensive history section in the 
unofficial ‘This is Hartlepool’ on line guide (http://www.thisishartlepool.co.uk/history) 
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4.5 Target audiences for heritage activity 

Based on this brief assessment of the mix of current audiences at the church, the Dyke 
House community and context, and the team’s successes to date, the suggested target 
audiences for heritage engagement in the short to medium term are: 
 

 Local people and visitors interested in history, heritage and the arts, 
including special interest groups and individuals; the heritage aspects in particular 
may also be a useful tool for engaging with local older people through activities at 
the church and in its outreach work  

 Local families, through greater engagement with schools and by offering family-
friendly activities, stimulating interest in creative activities like music, art and 
performance 

 Local people interested in using and developing their skills, by developing 
and promoting broader opportunities to get involved and by delivering projects that 
develop new skills for all ages 

 
 

5 Heritage engagement opportunities 

5.1 Review of aspirations 

The team’s focus recently has been on attracting funding for repairs to the building, 
particularly the bell tower.  Alongside this, there is the need to review and update the 
facilities within the church to meet current needs and standards. Upgrading the supporting 
facilities, such as heating and lighting, will enhance the experience for all church users from 
congregation to community and visitors. 
 
Alongside this practical work, the team has identified a number of other potential 
opportunities for encouraging more users and attracting new volunteers.  It is already 
working on a new parish website and is considering, for example, a local heritage trail, 
temporary exhibitions, music activities, recording and celebrating the restoration of the bell 
tower, digitising the archives, partnership art and design projects and training opportunities.  
 
5.2 Key recommendations 

While the church’s longer term aspirations to improve its welcome and enhance its facilities 
are to be welcomed, we recommend the team aims to undertake some modest, quick win 
activities as well.  These can be used to test the impact and efficacy of different actions on 
target audiences and assess likely demand for other projects and activities. 
 
Taking small and achievable steps will help raise the profile of the church and its activities 
and events, demonstrate to local people and visitors that change is afoot and hopefully 
stimulate new interest in getting involved with the life of the church (whether as a visitor, 
participant or a volunteer).  Importantly it will also provide valuable feedback to inform likely 
demand for new or different facilities, building on the consultation work already achieved to 
date. 
 
 
5.3 Opportunities for engaging with the church’s heritage 

These opportunities build upon existing successes and new ideas identified by the church 
team and during discussion with the Inspired Futures consultants.  The short term proposals 
here are a suggested list from which the team can cherry-pick, in order to test different 
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approaches to engagement with the church mission, building and heritage.  Inviting 
comment and feedback at every stage, and evaluating each project against clear targets, will 
provide robust guidance on how best to target effort, resources and funds in the future. 
 
The short term activities recommended here are designed to raise the profile of the church 
and test sample events.  It is hoped that this will encourage new volunteers who might help 
steward the church (with the aim of developing a regular programme of opening outside 
services) as well as potentially attracting other folk who would be interested in taking on the 
development and delivery of some of these new activities in the medium and longer term. 
The medium and longer term projects suggested here will be dependent upon the successes 
or otherwise in the short term, and the team should remain open to developing and adapting 
its vision to respond to findings and feedback.  All these elements are suggestions only and 
should be explored and reviewed at each stage within the parameters of the church mission, 
other projects and activities and the overall vision for the site. 
 
 
Suggestions for short term actions and activities: 
 
 An activity and interpretation plan – the church team’s main priority is repairing the 

historic fabric but there is a range of opportunities for complementing this work and 
engaging more and different users through the church’s rich heritage and potential 
partnerships.  It is therefore strongly recommended that the team prepares a robust plan 
for activities and interpretation to identify appropriate heritage projects, phase the work 
and plot the necessary aims, actions and outcomes 

 
 Community consultation – with a new and developing community on the doorstep, 

the church needs to find simple and cost-effective ways to respond to this growing and 
changing needs (and to attract new worshippers, visitors and volunteers).  Active 
engagement with the community and visitors on what people like, dislike and would like 
to see in future brings considerable benefits in identifying priorities, testing activities and 
directing future resources and effort and will always be welcomed by funders.  
Opportunities include: 

 
 Developing a simple online questionnaire that asks how people use the building and 

site currently and invites feedback on various potential future activities and events; 
this could be circulated widely and well promoted, perhaps with an incentive to take 
part, such as a prize draw (sites such as Surveymonkey are easy to use and offer up 
to ten questions for free); make paper copies available at the church, church hall and 
at activities and events 

 A small display of ideas and opportunities in the church and/or church hall, with an 
invitation to leave comments and vote on preferred ideas 

 Encourage feedback and support during and after all church activities and events; 
provide very short questionnaires for people to complete before they leave (give out 
cards and pencils at the end); consider a supermarket style voting system to keep it 
even simpler (some Perspex or plastic boxes with simple options showing 
development options, different activities or asking simple questions, then give each 
person a token to vote with) 

 Continue to talk to local schools, special interest groups and other potential partners 
to tell them what you’re planning and invite their input on needs and expectations; 
garner their support and respond to their suggestions 

 Consider a travelling display about church and community; this could be a simple and 
colourful display using two or three pop-up banners that celebrate what is special, 
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unique and good about St Oswald’s Church and the community in which it sits (with 
the aim of bolstering awareness and self-confidence and raising the profile of the 
church as a place for the community to come together, have fun and learn).  This 
could be taken out to the local hospital, marina, football club, library and 
supermarkets, as well as being used at the church, church hall and local schools, to 
showcase current and potential activities and invite people to share their thoughts 
and leave comments on what they would like to see and do at St Oswald’s in the 
future 

 
 Increase awareness of church opening and activities – the opportunity to display 

‘welcome, we are open’ signage, such as banners and/or A-boards at the church door, 
whenever the church is open (including when flower arrangers or cleaners are inside)  

 
Although opening times outside worship are limited currently, consider trialling some 
open periods e.g. Saturday mornings to gauge interest.  Offer free refreshments, 
comfortable seats and optional conversation for anyone calling in, along with 
practical information and interpretation to add value to their visit.  Ensure opening times 
are promoted enthusiastically amongst partners and networks, in conjunction with eye-
catching signage as described above 

 
 A new church website – the team has already identified a new website as important 

and has begun drawing together a team to develop and maintain a site that provides a 
warm welcome, practical information about worship and visiting and the church mission, 
and with the aim to increase access to history, heritage and associated archives, and 
include links to project partners.  This site should be lively, engaging, informative and 
up-to-date 

 
 Beach bells – is it possible to create a ‘temporary beach’ inside or outside the church as 

part of the clearance of sand from the tower?  Create a unique and enjoyable ‘day on the 
beach’ event at the church for families that highlights the significance of the bells and 
the restoration work being undertaken, with activities about bells and buildings (a 
sandcastle competition?) and music by e.g. handbell ringers.  This would highlight that 
fun, learning, music and creativity are part of life in St Oswald’s Church 

 
 
Suggestions for medium term actions and activities:  
 
 Raising the on line profile – a medium / longer term aspiration as part of maintaining 

an on-line profile and virtual presence may be to have a social media presence e.g. 
Facebook, Twitter; but, like the website, a team should be put together to make this 
happen and to ensure that there are regular updates and new posts 

 
 Changing exhibitions – it is strongly recommended that the church team trial 

exhibitions in the building to gauge interest in displays and interpretation.  In the short 
to medium term, the team could invest in some good quality temporary exhibition 
resources, such as attractive and moveable display structures, which can be used by 
local groups and schools to showcase their stories, artworks, objects etc.   

 
As a result of feedback, the team may then wish to continue facilitating temporary 
exhibitions of its own heritage and that of local groups, schools etc. and/or may wish to 
consider adding a more permanent display of the church and community’s stories in the 
building alongside the temporary exhibition programme 
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 Sharing the church’s story – work with volunteers and the local history society to 
develop a new leaflet for the church.  Ensure this is a lively, informative and concise 
guide to the church, its heritage and highlights.  Use this process as an opportunity to 
review the archive material gathered to date and to identify other material locally.  This 
could be the first step towards cataloguing and developing the church archive as 
proposed above.   

 
 Developing heritage links – the new church leaflet project could also be a 

springboard for developing other links, such as an Arts & Crafts trail that encourages 
people to explore locally and farther afield to discover the architectural and artistic legacy 
of this movement.  The church team could also consider a joint project with sister church 
St Chad’s in Bensham to share and celebrate the local Arts & Crafts heritage in the 
region’s churches and other sites 
 

 Sharing the bells and belltower restoration story – to engage people with the 
restoration work and to help raise awareness of the peal’s considerable significance, 
consider the following opportunities in partnership with the project team and other local 
groups and organisations: 

 
 Bell tower restoration diary / blog – explore whether a small team can be put 

together to record the restoration work in the church, beginning with the tower and 
bells.  The aim would be to keep a diary of the work as part of the heritage record 
(words, photographs, recordings of those involved), with the potential to produce a 
regular blog to tell people about the work being done on site.  The blog could be 
shared regularly via the website or on Facebook or similar; all of which is good for 
profile-raising, skills development and attracting repeat visits.  There is also the 
opportunity to link this to the film project proposed below.   
 
Use the access to the belltower also as an opportunity to take photographs of the 
views from the top (perhaps with the aim of recording it in all four seasons), and find 
ways to display these to church visitors in ways that contrast today’s views with what 
could be seen from the tower in the past 

 
 Bell tower community film project and AV equipment – in the medium term 

aim to install high quality AV equipment so that the church can be used for events, 
training, performances and potentially a community film club.   
 
Consider creating a community film that follows the restoration of the bell tower 
and peal; the people involved in the work; the bellringers that come to play here; 
recording the event to celebrate the opening of the restored tower and revitalised 
peal.  Consider working with a local school or colleges and/or a group such as the 
Red Dreams performing arts group, to set up a team to write, record and produce 
the film, which could then be shown at the church (and made available on the 
website).  If this proves successful, consider encouraging the film team to continue to 
record the reordering and restoration of the church  

 
 Exploring arts opportunities – the team has identified the arts, music and theatre as 

an opportunity for engaging the community and visitors.  In the short to medium term, 
offer the church as a venue for two or three different scale local creative / arts projects 
and test and evaluate the process and outcomes.  If successful, work with experienced 
arts organisations such as Red Dreams to help take this forward, and consider projects 
that will bring wider community benefits and engage new and different audiences; take 
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inspiration from innovate projects like the photography and light project developed in 
partnership between Fort Nelson, digital artists and a local autism support group in 
Portsmouth2 

 
 Walk and Talk group – working with e.g. local history groups, trial some informal 

guided walks from the church that celebrate the local heritage; try several on a small 
scale to start with, targeted at different age groups (including older people and young 
children).  If successful, explore developing these as part of a healthy walking campaign 
(guided and self-guided walking / running / cycling trails).  Make people proud of their 
place while also improving their health  

 
 

Suggestions for longer term actions and activities: 
 
The following projects are likely to be interlinked, enabling the church to be part of a 
community history project and be able to showcase its own story and the local heritage.  It 
is also hoped that new and different volunteers would be inspired to take part and that 
sharing and developing new skills would be at the heart of this work. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the church consider drawing in specialist skills to help lead 
and develop the projects, and that the team looks for someone with experience of working 
with community groups and specialises in developing heritage-related skills and initiatives 
 
 Developing skills and creating new archives – consider working in partnership with 

others (e.g. the local history society, local schools, a local photography group, the 
Wharton Trust) to establish a project to photograph, research and share information on a 
key aspect of the church’s history e.g. the Gray family and shipbuilding links; the bells; 
the organ.  This project could be used to test interest and engagement and, if successful, 
aim to develop a more comprehensive research project to collect more stories and create 
and digitise archives for the church.  Relevant skills training could be offered as part of 
this process to encourage new volunteers to get involved. 

 
 Hartlepool Heritage Trail – approach potential partners (e.g. Hartlepool’s Maritime 

Experience, the Art Gallery, Museum, and local history groups), to explore and test a 
local heritage trail; this could be themed on the town and area’s long and rich history 
and/or focus on particular topics such as its maritime or Christian heritage.  Make this 
family-friendly and/or develop a children’s discovery trail alongside it.  This resource is 
likely to appeal to visitors to the town and area but would also be a key part of making 
local people appreciate that the church and town, and their local heritage and stories, 
are interesting, significance and worth celebrating. 

 
Consider the opportunity to engage new and different audiences and encourage healthy 
walking by testing out a costumed guided walk event following the new heritage trail 
route.  If this is a popular event and receives positive feedback, consider running it again 
and/or developing other events along similar lines 

 
 Kids’ creative – consider one or two key activities that will generate interest and 

awareness in the church and engage young people; work with local schools and young 
people’s groups to focus on creative skills that celebrate and raise awareness of local 
history.  These could include, for example, a creative writing programme that culminates 

                                           
2 https://www.royalarmouries.org/events/events-at-fort-nelson/calendar/2015-02-09/light-fever 
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in a storytelling event at the church and/or an arts competition or challenge based 
around the stained glass in the church.  The latter is inspired by the proposed new 
stained glass windows that were never made, except for the music window; briefs were 
prepared for the others and the challenge would be to create window designs that meet 
the briefs.  This event could culminate in a display in the church of the best designs, 
perhaps even with the option of getting the overall winning window made 

 
 A festival of music: the church could explore hosting or facilitating and music event or 

festival in the longer term that celebrates its musical heritage.  With its renowned organ 
and bells, its handbell ringers and links with Northern Voices and the Youth Choir, this 
could be a diverse and memorable programme.  There is also the potential to link this 
with temporary and/or permanent interpretation in the building relating to the organ, 
bells and music of St Oswald’s 

 
 New schools resources – the church already has good relations with several schools 

and the team should consult with these schools to see whether new resources in the 
church would add to its value and appeal as a destination for schools and other groups.  
Ideas to consider, which could be made available to families as well as education groups, 
include:   

  
 Discovery trails for exploring inside and outside the church, including the wildlife of 

the churchyard and community garden 
 Activity packs for a range of ages e.g. bags of different blocks for smaller children 

so they can look for these shapes in the church; magnifying glasses, binoculars, 
mirrors for older children to encourage searching for details and looking at spaces in 
different ways; inspiration bags that include copies of artworks, poetry, stories and 
music to encourage creativity   
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Appendix – Supporting information and useful contacts 
(to follow) 
 


