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1 Introduction 

St Michael’s Church in Heighington is a handsome Grade I listed Norman church with a 
distinctive square tower.  It dates largely from the 12th to 14th century, and was restored and 
extended during 19th century.  It is a bright, welcoming, lofty space with highlights including 
two 13th century effigies, a rare pre-Reformation wooden pulpit, a monument to Captain 
William Pryce Cumby, Hero of Trafalgar, and a peal of six bells, three of which date from 
about 1425. 
 
The church sits on the village green in the heart of attractive and historic Heighington 
village, voted the BBC’s ‘Perfect Village’ in 2006.  The village offers good facilities to its 
relatively affluent residents, including an excellent local primary schools, pubs, shop, doctors’ 
surgery and a well-used village hall.  The church is much loved by local people and a group 
has recently formed to explore opportunities for increasing congregation and community use 
of the building.  
 
 
2 Current activities 

2.1 Worship 

St Michael’s Church holds services every Sunday and on Thursday mornings, with an average 
attendance of about ?? people.  The midweek service is particularly well attended by 
schoolchildren.  Seasonal services including Remembrance Sunday and Christmas are very 
popular, with up to ?? taking part.  [can the team advise on numbers here and for 
community use as listed below, if known, please] 
 
The building’s elegance, ambience and setting also make this a popular choice for weddings.  
There is a baptism, wedding or funeral here most weeks. 
 
The church also holds ‘Fun@4’ and ‘Stay & Play’ sessions for families each week and regular 
Drop In sessions with refreshments.  There are also weekly adult and youth choir practice 
sessions.  A new After School Club for children aged 11 to 16 has also been started recently. 
 
2.2 Community and other users 

The church is used for a number of community activities and events.  These include: 
 

 Regular bell ringing by local ringers, and by other groups from farther afield on 
occasion (the peal has a unique pull, being rung from the ground) 

 Fundraising Saturday coffee mornings, held increasingly regularly 
 Occasional lunch events, including an annual Lent Lunch 
 Occasional music events (usually as fundraisers and often linked with other events in 

the church calendar such as Candlemas) 
 Occasional talks and presentations (a programme of monthly events is currently in 

development) 
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 Occasional parish council meetings 
 Hosting temporary exhibitions, which include school art exhibitions and local artists 

and crafts displays 
 
The church also has an excellent relationship with Heighington Church of England Primary 
School, which comes every week for services and lessons. 
 
Fundraising activities for the church, such as the popular Murder Mystery Evenings, tend to 
be held at the village hall. 
 
2.3 Visitors 

Local people and visitors are clearly drawn by this attractive historic building, its tranquil 
ambience and traditional village setting.  Others come for particularly aspects of the church, 
such as its unique bell peal, the stained glass, the woodwork or memorials.  However, it is 
not known exactly how many visitors come outside of services and events.   
 
In the past, the church was open three afternoons a week in the summer with stewards on 
site but it was hard to find enough volunteers for this.  Recently the decision has been made 
to open the church every day without a stewarding presence.  Stewards are sometimes on 
site during the summer months, and boards are put out to advertise their presence.  
Anecdotal evidence suggests that the new approach to opening has increased the number of 
visits by local people and visitors.  
  
 
3 Current heritage experience and offer 

3.1 Access 

As noted above, the church is now open every day and thus available to people looking for a 
place for quiet prayer or contemplation, wanting to enjoy its history, follow family links or 
researching their own history outside of service times. 
 
Access into the church is not ideal: there is a step up from the pavement into the churchyard 
at the front and a sloping path to the door.  There is also access from a small parking area 
behind the church, through a gate and along a narrow path through the churchyard.  Once 
inside, the nave is level but there is a step up into the kitchenette area at the base of the 
tower, the fixed pews are on plinths and there is a further change of level at the chancel.   
 
There are no toilets in the church.  There are public toilets just 50 metres away, but these 
do not include accessible facilities and there are no lights along the route or at the toilet 
block.  There is an audio loop in the church. 
 
3.2 Interpretation 

The church offers a number of ways to find out about its mission, special qualities and 
history, including: 
 

 Two booklets, dating from 2014 and 2105 and for sale at 50p and 30p respectively.  
Both provide a fairly comprehensive insight into the church’s history and highlights; 
the newer ‘Look Around’ booklet is full of interesting insights but the dense, unbroken 
text makes it difficult to navigate and use as a guide for exploring 
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 Other leaflets and print, including a children’s quiz and trail, which is not generally 
available but put out as required; a prayer trail around the church; the church also 
features in the Spirit in Stone Darlington Cluster trail leaflet 

 Bell interpretation – printed graphics about the bells are tucked away on the inside 
of the cupboard doors in the kitchen area at the base of the tower (along with the 
bell ropes and a number of other collection items) 

 Church model – a general model that is useful in particular for explaining the parts 
and functions of the church to children; a model based on St Michael’s would be even 
better 

 Informal guided tours are delivered to schools and other groups and are available 
on request 

 Volunteer guides steward the church occasionally, particularly during summer 
months 

 Website: the church had its own website 
(http://www.freewebs.com/heighingtonstmichaels/) but this has now expired and 
should be restarted or removed.  Several other websites provide a small amount of 
information about the church for different users, including an entry on A Church Near 
You (http://www.achurchnearyou.com/heighington-st-michael/); this provides only 
basic information and a redundant link to the expired Freeweb site.  The church is 
also highlighted on the Church in Darlington site 
(http://www.churchindarlington.org.uk/churches/a_st_michaels.htm) and on the 
Spirit in Stone website (http://www.spiritinstone.co.uk/churches/st-michaels-church-
newton-aycliffe).  There is scope on all these sites to say more about the church, 
mission, worship, heritage and community.  It is also noted that the team is in the 
process of establishing a new website, which will ideally include history and heritage 
as well as other information  

 Social media – the church has a Facebook page (www.facebook.com/St-Michaels-
Heighington-Durham), which is updated weekly with information on forthcoming 
services, events and activity.  While the team is to be commended for keeping this 
site up to date, there is opportunity for the pages to do more to reflect the church 
team members, the building’s friendly atmosphere and variety of activity and 
engagement in the church more effectively (by adding, for example, some personal 
comments, photographs and reflections on recent activity).  The church also is on 
Twitter (twitter.com/stmheighington), which is used primarily to highlight services 
and events, and with a chatty, friendly tone.  The church has 100 followers; however, 
at the time of writing (October 2015) there had been no posts since the middle of 
August.  The redundant Freeweb link should be removed from both accounts 

 
3.3 Facilities 

The team is very aware of the limitations of their current facilities for the congregation and 
other users, with the lack of toilets being a particular challenge for events and school 
activities.  Current facilities include: 
 

 Basic servery facilities and storage in the enclosed space at the base of the tower 
(which is also where the bells are rung and provides access to the tower) 

 An area at the rear of the nave, which is used for the noticeboard, Traidcraft shop, 
storage and as a meeting / activity space; space and storage are a challenge here 

 Audio visual equipment, used primarily for services (a film club was trialled but has 
since been shelved) 

 Parking – there is a small parking area at the rear of the churchyard 
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4 Current and potential users 

4.1 The congregation 

A fairly stable attendance of about ?? to weekly services, with much larger numbers for 
seasonal services, weddings, baptisms and funerals.  A good relationship with local schools, 
particularly the primary school, which uses the church for weekly services and lessons, 
seasonal services and events.   
 
Engagement with schools is regarded as the most significant opportunity to encourage 
people, particularly families, to return to the church and become more regular members of 
the congregation.  The church also aspires to engage more with the older members of the 
village community, particularly those in Hopelands Court sheltered housing. 
 
4.2 The community and other users 

Heighington’s community is regarded as fairly stable and fairly affluent and the thriving and 
attractive historic village has good services, good transport links and a great reputation.  
This is a popular place to retire to and its excellent primary school makes it attractive to 
young families, although house prices can be a barrier.  The village is well-loved by its 
inhabitants, as demonstrated by its volunteer litter pickers and flower planters.  The Parish 
Council also took over the public toilets in order to keep them open. 
 
The village hall is very popular and approaching full capacity.  There is a daily preschool, 
regular meetings for scouts and other groups, plus other health and hobby activities and 
private functions.  The church can use the village hall facilities but is not able to access at all 
times. 
 
The church team has recognised that there is great potential for the church to play a more 
active part in the community, potentially both as a venue for community and commercial 
activity and particularly as a place that welcomes young and old and provides an accessible 
place to worship, meet, play and learn.  There is the potential for some village hall activities 
to be relocated to the church to free up the hall and share opportunities.  However, the team 
already feels constrained by its limited space and modest facilities. 
 
4.3 Visitors 

As noted earlier, the numbers and nature of visitors to the church is uncertain beyond 
services and events.  There is a visitors’ book, but it is not clear how many visitors sign it 
and there is no room for comments or feedback.  However, the visitors book and anecdotal 
evidence do demonstrate that the church draws people from near and far for a variety of 
reasons and that they value the ambience and tranquillity of the church, its long history and 
significant features.   
 
As noted above, the village is of interest to visitors, not least because of its surviving 
traditional layout, attractive buildings and historic church.  The area is also of considerable 
significance in terms of its history, including in particular its significant place in the 
development of the railways.  Heighington plays its part in this story as its station was where 
Stephenson’s engine ‘Locomotion No 1’ was first on the line.  There are clearly opportunities 
for the village to capitalise on these links – perhaps as part of a heritage trail that links with 
the railway museum at Shildon and the many aspects of railway history still extant in 
Darlington (including ‘the Railwaymen’s Church’ of St John).   
 



5 
 

Heritage Activity Stage One Draft Report 
St Michael, Heighington 

Draft 1 

The church and village could take a more active role in this wider visitor offer through careful 
and sensitive development, partnership working and effective promotion.  These 
opportunities include developing links with: 
 

 Other local attractions and visitor facilities, including Walworth Castle and Redworth 
Hall 

 Other significant historic churches in the region, such as St Andrew’s Auckland and St 
Edmund Sedgefield, both of which date from the 13th century and have significant 
bell ringing traditions  

 Nearby Auckland Castle, which is currently undergoing a major redevelopment 
alongside its comprehensive events programme  

 
4.4 Volunteers 

The church has a notable pool of between 40 and 50 volunteers, the majority of whom are 
part of the congregation.  The team is also poised to establish a Friends’ Group for 
fundraising and other activities.  The volunteers and potential Friends bring a host of 
invaluable skills to the table, including education, fundraising and marketing; the new 
website is currently being set up by a local specialist for free. 
 
It is essential that the team is able to sustain, and ideally to grow, this invaluable network of 
support as it develops its engagement activity.  Offering benefits to volunteers, such as new 
skills, experience and social opportunities, will be key.  
  
4.5 Target audiences for heritage activity 

Based on this brief assessment of the mix of current audiences at the church, the 
Heighington community and context, and the team’s successes to date, the suggested target 
audiences for heritage engagement in the short to medium term are: 
 

 Local families and young people, by offering family-friendly activities and 
engaging opportunities for young people to socialise, learn and build confidence; 
through greater engagement with schools and youth groups 

 Older people in the community, through targeted activities and outreach and 
greater engagement with Hopelands Court and local groups and charities 

 Local people and visitors interested in history, including special interest groups 
and general interest visitors to the area, by gathering, sharing and celebrating the 
church and village’s stories  

 Local people of all ages interested in using and developing their skills, by 
developing and promoting broader opportunities to get involved and by delivering 
projects that develop new skills 

 
 

5 Heritage engagement opportunities 

5.1 Review of aspirations 

The team has already established a vision for the church, which identifies a number of 
potential opportunities for making greater use of the building, encouraging more users of all 
ages and attracting new volunteers.  It is considering some or all of the following: 
 

 As a meeting place for appropriate church groups, other clubs/societies, including  
a space for young people to meet with suitable supervision 
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 As a regular social meeting place for a variety of groups of people, including the  
elderly, the lonely, parents and toddlers  

 School holiday club/toddler groups out of term 
 A safe place where older children can meet after school, e.g. after being dropped  

off by the bus, and /or a safe place where toddlers can play  
 Offering additional facilities for the school and/or as a place for business organisations to 

meet 
 As a venue for concerts, exhibitions, lectures, seminars, training sessions, other 

educational work and one-off events 
 For social organisations to conduct business, such as the Citizen’s Advice Bureau,  

Credit Unions, AgeUK, Councillors 
 
In order to achieve this, the vision also identified the need to consider the following: 
  

 Accessibility for all  
 Quiet area(s) for prayer and contemplation and smaller spaces for informal worship, 

small services 
 Flexible open safe floor space and/or movable seating, with the potential to create 

meeting areas, break out rooms, business facilities 
 Modern and functional facilities, effective heating, lighting, audio visual, high speed 

internet/Wi-Fi 
 Storage facilities 
 
5.2 Key recommendations 

While it is acknowledged that the team feels very constrained by the current lack of space 
and limited facilities, the team should be commended for continuing to grow its activities and 
events (particularly its active engagement with schools).  This is also an ideal time to 
undertake some other modest, quick win activities and to use these to test the impact and 
efficacy of different actions on target audiences and assess likely demand for other projects 
and activities. 
 
Taking small and achievable steps will continue to help raise the profile of the church and its 
activities and events, demonstrate to local people and visitors that change is afoot and 
stimulate even greater interest in getting involved with the life of the church (whether as a 
worshipper, visitor, participant or a volunteer).  Importantly it will also provide valuable 
feedback to inform likely demand for new facilities, such as a new annexe at the church. 
 
5.3 Opportunities for engaging with the church’s heritage 

These opportunities build upon existing successes and new ideas identified by the church 
team and during discussion with the Inspired Futures consultants.  The short term proposals 
here are a suggested list from which the team can cherry-pick, in order to test different 
approaches to engagement with the church mission, building and heritage.  Inviting 
comment and feedback at every stage, and evaluating each project against clear targets, will 
provide robust guidance on how best to target effort, resources and funds in the future. 
 
The short term activities recommended here are designed to continue to raise the profile of 
the church and test sample events.  It is hoped that this will encourage new volunteers who 
might help steward the church as well as potentially attracting other folk who would be 
interested in taking on the development and delivery of some of these new activities in the 
medium and longer term. 
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The medium and longer term projects suggested here will be dependent upon the successes 
or otherwise in the short term, and the team should remain open to developing and adapting 
its vision to respond to findings and feedback.  All these elements are suggestions only and 
should be explored and reviewed at each stage within the parameters of the church mission, 
other projects and activities and the overall vision for the site. 
 
Suggestions for short term / quick win actions and activities: 
 
The team has already established that providing refreshments at any activity or event at 
the church increases its appeal, particularly amongst local people.  It is therefore 
recommended that they continue to offer this, wherever possible, as an incentive. 
 
 A heritage activity and interpretation plan – while the church team’s main priority 

is developing the core church facilities, there is a range of opportunities for 
complementing this work, encouraging support and engaging more and different users 
through the church’s rich heritage and potential partnerships.  It is therefore strongly 
recommended that the team prepares a robust plan for activities and interpretation to 
identify appropriate heritage projects, phase the work and plot the necessary aims, 
actions and outcomes 

 
 Community consultation – the team is to be commended for consultation work to 

date but it is essential that this continues in order to identify opportunities and meet 
congregation and community needs.  For example, provision for community activities in 
the area is good so the team needs a greater understanding of what gaps there are in 
provision that the church can meet and what visitors and other users would like to see 
on site.  Active engagement with the community and visitors on what people like, dislike 
and would like to see in future brings considerable benefits in identifying priorities, 
testing activities and directing future resources and effort and will always be welcomed 
by funders.  Simple and cost-effective ways are needed to gather comments, suggestions 
and feedback include: 

 
 Getting a new visitors’ book that includes space for comments 
 Developing a simple online questionnaire that asks how people use the church and 

environs currently and invites feedback on various potential future activities and 
events; this could be circulated widely and well promoted, perhaps with an incentive 
to take part, such as a prize draw (sites such as Surveymonkey are easy to use and 
offer up to ten questions for free) 

 A small display of ideas and opportunities in the church, with an invitation to 
leave comments and vote on preferred ideas 

 Some ‘Find out what we’re up to’ events, offering free refreshments, at the 
church (and at other locations like the nearby hall, pubs and shop), ideally when 
people are gathering anyway; feature some archive material and things to look at 
and do, for participants to browse through, and a simple display of proposals to 
discuss and invite comments on 

 Encourage feedback and support during and after all activities in the church; provide 
very short event questionnaires for people to complete before they leave (give out 
cards and pencils at the end) 

 Continue to talk to other organisations, schools, special interest groups and other 
potential partners in the area to tell them what you’re planning and invite their input 
on needs and expectations; garner their support and respond to their suggestions 
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 Welcome – the opportunity to display ‘welcome, we are open’ signage, such as a 
banner or A-boards at the entrances to the churchyard and at the church door, whenever 
the building is open (and not just when stewards are available).   

 
 A new website – the parish team is already in the process of devising a new website 

and plans to include some heritage content, which is to be commended.  It is 
recommended that the heritage pages are lively, engaging, informative and – importantly 
– that the whole website is kept active and up to date.   

 
 A ‘brief history’ presentation: the team has identified that a Powerpoint presentation 

or short film1 that tells the story of the church, churchyard and village would be very 
useful as an introduction or summary for groups and visitors coming to the church.  The 
AV equipment in the nave is ideal for delivering this as and when required.  In the short 
term, this could be put together by the team, or with outside support, using 
photographs, video clips and simple captions and/or an audio commentary and audio in 
the short term.  This could also be available on the new website as a taster for potential 
visitors.  In the longer term, the team could aim to create a community film to perform 
the same introductory / summary function, perhaps led by younger people and including 
interviews with older community members, the work of local photographers, artists, 
poets and musicians (see below for more on creative community projects) 

 
 
Suggestions for medium term actions and activities:  
 
 A new church leaflet – the church already offers two quite similar and very 

comprehensive recently produced booklets about the church and grounds for sale, but 
has no basic leaflet guide.  The redevelopment of the church should be regarded as an 
opportunity to review the interpretive material in line with other new facilities and 
features. 

 
A new leaflet would enable visitors to take a self-guided tour.  It should be a clear, 
simple guide to the highlights inside and out, using friendly and accessible language and 
ideally providing an easy-to-use plan or other device for leading visitors to the key 
features it describes.   
 
It is strongly recommended that this leaflet – or a simple and colourful flier about the 
church and village – be circulated to other local attractions and accommodation 
providers.  This should help encourage those visiting the area to come the historic village 
and church 

 
 Provision for families and schools – the team also has a children’s quiz and trail that 

is put out as required, and one of the aspirations of its new after school club is to 
develop more new activity sheets and quizzes to ensure a changing offer.  One 
suggestion is to include activities that encourage exploration out in the churchyard as 
well, to promote wildlife watching alongside other heritage highlights, with the option of 
responding to the changing seasons and the links to the church calendar.  Once the new 
parish website is up and running, the team could consider making some of these trails 
and quizzes available to download; this may attract new visits as a result. 

                                           
1 It is strongly recommended that this really is kept brief, or that short and longer versions are 
developed.  For the majority of informal visitors, a film or presentation should be no longer than four 
or five minutes 
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The church team already have a very good relationship with local schools, particularly the 
church school who visit very regularly.  Discussions with teachers and other education 
groups may help identify whether the church can or should provide any resources that 
would help make the church a more attractive destination for education groups.  
 

 Guided tours – the team offers guided tours currently on an ad hoc basis for schools 
and by special request, and stewards are already on hand in the summer months.  A 
longer term aim may be to offer a more regular tour programme developed in line with 
access and audience needs.  Encourage new tour guides and provide training and 
opportunities to take part in research (and promote skills development and social aspects 
of being part of the team); develop a guides’ manual that provides the facts, figures and 
stories that the guides should base their tours upon, keep this up-to-date and make 
easily available (develop as a PDF, for example, so it can be updated and circulated 
easily) 

 
 Special access days – explore the potential for offering guided tours and special access 

on occasions to parts of the church not normally accessible e.g. the tower; this could be 
exciting and interesting especially if linked with a display of bell ringing.  Promote these 
widely as a rare and exciting opportunity, which may attract new and different visitors  

 
 Temporary exhibition resources – the church is already regarded as a good location 

for exhibitions and hosts school art and other exhibitions regularly.  It is therefore 
strongly recommended that the church invests in good quality temporary exhibition 
resources e.g. moveable display units and graphic templates.  This will make it much 
easier for the church team to generate and display high quality themed displays and/or 
facilitate displaying material provided by other groups more effectively.  However, the 
team will need to think creatively about how temporary exhibitions are designed and 
displayed under the current arrangement of pews; since community use and displays are 
key to the vision for the church, creating additional space should remain a priority 

 
 
Suggestions for longer term actions and activities: 
 
The following projects are likely to be interlinked, enabling the church to be part of a 
community history project and showcase its own story and the local heritage.  It is also 
hoped that new and different volunteers would be inspired to take part and that sharing and 
developing new skills would be at the heart of this work. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the church consider drawing in specialist skills to help lead 
and develop the projects, and that the team looks for someone with experience of working 
with community groups and specialises in developing heritage-related skills and initiatives 
 
 Interpretive features – the team has discussed providing printed interpretation via 

paddles or clipboards (or even pop-up banners); these provide cost-effective and useful 
short term solutions with minimal impact on the church interior, but the team might like 
to consider other options in the longer term.  A series of moveable interpretive 
features – such as attractive lectern panels on metal supports2 – could be placed at 
relevant locations around the building to interpret key highlights.  These can be easily 

                                           
2 Visit St Michael & All Angels Church in Houghton le Spring to see the moveable lecterns they have 
commissioned, as well as other interpretive solutions in this multi-use building 
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moved or removed during church services or other activities.  Additional information can 
be added with robust integral flipbooks on some of the lecterns, for example, or by 
adding QR codes to the panels so that visitors can access supporting information on line. 

 
Another option is a downloadable audio or AV tour, which can guide people around 
both inside and out – and even include a tour of village highlights – and provide access 
to a lot of additional material, including images, sound, video and oral history.  This 
approach requires minimal physical impact on the church but can be expensive to 
develop effectively and may have limited appeal to some audiences particularly if it is felt 
to affect the building’s ambience.  It is the aim of the church to provide wifi access in 
due course, which would make access to online interpretation quick and easy; in the 
meantime, there are options for enabling visitors to access or download digital content 
on site via an independent wifi hotspot where web access is not available, which could be 
useful in the short to medium term3 

 
 View from the Top – access to the belltower is limited, so the team might like to 

explore options for taking advantage of the bird’s eye view from the tower and to 
celebrate the distinctive four-square medieval layout of the village that is so easily seen 
from up there.  This could take a number of forms; for example, the team could facilitate 
a project with a local photography group or school to photograph and film views from 
the tower today and contrast them with historic images of the view, thus recording 
changes to Heighington over time, and/or to capture high level views of the changing 
seasons.  The material could be used to create a temporary exhibition in the church and 
be added to the on line archive.  As well – or instead – the aim could be to install a 
remote camera on the tower, with access to the controls and live and pre-recorded 
footage available in the church 

 
 Sharing stories, sharing skills – the opportunity to develop new skills and create new 

resources centred around the church archives, which are comprehensive but are not easy 
to access directly, requiring the help of the church archivist, and which are only slowly 
being digitised.  Since the team is already active in researching and gathering the history 
and heritage of the church, there is the opportunity to invite others to be part of the 
process by aiming to catalogue the archive and make it available on line.  Offer the 
community skills training in digitising, scanning, researching, gathering oral history and 
creating temporary exhibitions  

 
 Engaging with older people – older people in the community are a target audience 

for the church team.  Older residents may well be interested in helping develop the 
church archives and, as part of this process, the team could consider creating 
reminiscence / resource boxes that feature images and objects relating to the church and 
area’s heritage.  These boxes can then be used for e.g. special needs groups, formal and 
informal learning and engaging older people both in church and as outreach; boxes like 
this have also been identified as a valuable resource for people with dementia 

 
 Working with young people – the team has also identified young people as a target 

audience for engagement, and one option to engage with schools and other young 
people might be through performance.  A local school drama department and/or local 
drama or creative writing group might be interested in researching, writing and 
performing at the church.  This could also be linked to the rich musical heritage of the 
church, with its ancient peal and unique pull.  For example: 

                                           
3 For example: http://www.info-point.eu/ 
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 A performance walk, telling the story of the church and area while on the move 

around the village 
 A play written about the church and area’s heritage e.g. the establishment of the 

church, its links with Trafalgar or the historic bells 
 
 A community film4, making use of the audio visual equipment the church has 

recently installed for screening it 
 A storytelling festival inside and out, embracing historic writing and new pieces 

written and performed by young people  
 

A play, performance or film could also draw in local craft groups and/or workshop 
sessions to make masks, costumes, paint a set etc.  A ‘performance blog’ capturing the 
development and performance, recorded by community members, would create a further 
new resource and archive 

 
 Working with partners to create trails – the team has already begun identifying 

opportunities for developing walking trails to link the church and village, and potentially 
longer routes that link the church with other historic buildings and attractions in the area 
(building on the approach taken with the Spirit in Stone Darlington’s Christian Heritage 
Trail, in which the church features).  It is recommended that the team talks to potential 
partners like the village pubs and shop, Walworth Castle and Redworth Hall to identify 
opportunities for creating trails that would extend the appeal of the church and village 
for a day out.  The partners might also like to pursue other opportunities for linking up 
and working together to develop packages for group visits, weddings and other activities 

 
  

                                           
4 Kielder Local History Group’s HLF-funded Kielder Viaduct project included a community film as well 
as a heritage webpage about the archives they unearthed: http://www.visitkielder.com/play/history 
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Appendix – Supporting information and useful contacts 
(to follow) 
 


