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1 Introduction 

The Grade II* listed St Cuthbert’s Church stands in the heart of the village of Haydon Bridge, 
a few miles south of Hadrian’s Wall and on the edge of Northumberland National Park.  It 
was built in 1796 in the growing settlement of Haydon Bridge, close to an important crossing 
point over the River Tyne.  The new church became a Chapel of Ease for the large and rural 
parish population, supplanting – and built with stone taken from – the 12th century church 
that had served the old Haydon village in this role on the hillside above.  Of the Old Church, 
only the chancel, south chapel and churchyard remain today and there is no sign at all of the 
village that once surrounded it. 
 
St Cuthbert’s is in the middle of Haydon Bridge, fronted by a war memorial and with an 
attractive and leafy walled churchyard beside it.  The church is regularly used for worship 
and school visits but few other events, activities or community gatherings take place here 
currently and other visitors are few.  This is not helped by the fact that it is usually kept 
locked outside of services and events, and its facilities are limited.  By contrast, the Grade I 
listed Old Church stands on its own in an enclosed tree-filled churchyard about a mile uphill 
from the village.  It is peaceful and very atmospheric and commands spectacular views over 
the Tyne Valley.  However, visiting requires some forward planning as the church is kept 
locked and the key needs to be collected from the newsagent in the village (requiring a 
deposit).  Parking is also very difficult on the narrow minor road beside the church. 
 
The stories and indeed the very fabric of the two churches are intimately interlinked, while 
the experience of visiting them is very different indeed.  The challenge for the church team 
is to find effective ways of collectively refurbishing, using, presenting and interpreting the 
buildings, mission and their unique heritage for the community and visitors. 
 
 
2 Current activities 

2.1 Worship 

St Cuthbert’s is used regularly for worship.  There are also monthly Sunday evening services 
at Old Church, and it is used several times a year for special services and wedding blessings 
and as a venue for occasional events. 
 
St Cuthbert’s weekly services attract around 30.  Special services such as weddings, funerals 
and baptisms are held about once a month, with up to 80 attending.  It also hosts the 
Shaftoe Primary School end of term assemblies, which draw in up to 150 children, teachers 
and parents, while the Haydon Bridge High School Carol Service attracts around 650. 
   
Old Church – Attendance at monthly evening service?  How many seasonal services and 
wedding blessings in an average year?  Likely attendance?  Maximum capacity? 
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2.2 Community and other users 

Are there any regular activities, meetings, clubs or groups using St Cuthbert’s regularly or 
occasionally?  The church also hosts visits by school groups, averaging about how many? 
school visits per term.  High School and/or First School?  Others?   
 
St Cuthbert’s also occasionally hosts musical events, including the Haydon Bridge Get It 
Together Society, which attracts an audience of about 50. 
 
Old Church has been used in the past for some community events.  For example, Haydon 
Bridge Community High School arts department created an installation in the church. 
 
2.3 Visitors 

As noted above, both churches are kept locked outside of services and events.  St Cuthbert’s 
can be opened on request and a key is available for Old Church at the village newsagent1. 
 
It is not known how many visitors come to either building outside of services and events.  
There is a visitors’ book at St Cuthbert’s, however, which notes the following as the key 
things that visitors value about the site: 
 

 Family connections 
 The buildings 
 The churchyard 

 
Anecdotal evidence suggests however that St Cuthbert’s does not feature particularly in the 
consciousness of local people or visitors outside of service times; even the introduction of an 
attractive seat in the churchyard has not noticeably increased its use for quiet 
contemplation, picnics or play.  It is also felt by the church team that, while Old Church is 
much loved locally for its history and character2, many local people have probably never 
visited it.   
 
Both churches feature in the John Martin Heritage Trail, a walking route developed as a 
community project in 2004-6 to celebrate the life and work of the renowned 19th century 
artist who was born in Haydon Bridge.  Interestingly, the leaflet does not advise users that 
they will need to borrow a key in order to look inside Old Church during their walk.  It is not 
known how popular the trail is, nor how successful it is in drawing attention to the two 
churches, but the team often encounters visitors and walkers at Old Church who are always 
pleased to be able to look inside when the opportunity arises. 
 
This suggests that suitable activities and events could attract local people and visitors to 
both church in future, particularly if awareness is raised of their significance, highlights and 
stories and if all activity is well promoted and publicised.   
 
In particular, the team would like local people and visitors to be more aware of the two 
churches’ long history and relationship with the community, as well as their links with the 

                                           
1 If not done already, it would be useful to ask the newsagent to provide an idea of how often the key 
is requested; if possible, it would be even better if they could keep a note of borrowing and ideally 
gather a bit of information from users.  An easy solution would be to provide key-borrowers with a 
very short questionnaire to complete when they return the key, asking how they found out about the 
church, where they are from etc.; the newsagent could collect these and forward to the church team 
2 Many local people have made donations – some quite significant – for its upkeep in the past 
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Roman heritage (reused stone, a Roman altar as a font) and with local artist John Martin.  
The area also has a long and rich history that can be shared through the stories of the 
churches and community, including of course the Christian heritage of the area but also Iron 
Age and Roman settlement in the area, the Border Reivers and the local industrial heritage. 
 
 
3 Current heritage experience and offer 

3.1 Access 

As noted above, neither church is generally open and thus are not available to people 
looking for a place for quiet prayer or contemplation, wanting to enjoy the history, follow 
family links or research their own history outside of service times except by appointment or 
by borrowing the key for Old Church. 
 
St Cuthbert’s Church is very visible in the centre of the village, with its distinctive clock 
tower, standing between the river and the railway station.  However, the wall around the 
churchyard makes it feel rather uninviting and the building can look closed even when 
services are on.  
 
The main pedestrian access to the church is via a gated path, although this usually stands 
open.  The main door opens into the base of the tower, with a second doorway off this 
space leading into the nave.   
 
Once inside, the church is open, level and easy to move around, although there are shallow 
steps up in the side aisles where pews have been removed to create e.g. a small play area 
for children, and the sanctuary is also raised.  The organ stands in a large archway opening 
in the north wall; behind it is a vestry area with storage.  The tower, with clock and bells, is 
accessed via a steep set of external metal stairs to a high level doorway.  
 
By contrast, Old Church is tucked away out of sight amongst trees on the hill above the 
village.  It is not signposted from Haydon Bridge or along the route and, unless you are 
looking out for it, is easily missed even on arrival.  It is surrounded by a dry stone wall and 
hidden deep within the trees, and parking on the narrow minor road is very difficult.  
 
The gate into the churchyard is left unlocked, and a new laminated sign zip-tied to the gate 
welcomes visitors, provides general service times and advises that the key is available in the 
village.  There is also a stone stile giving access over the wall.  The path to the church is 
rough and uneven, and exploring the graveyard requires care because of the long grass, 
uneven surfaces and some unstable gravestones.  There is an attractive bench just outside 
the door which would, if some of the trees were cleared or trimmed, offer a spectacular view 
over the valley. 
 
There are low steps up into the church but once inside it is level as far as the altar, which is 
stepped.  The team has recently removed some pews to create an attractive and open 
gathering / viewing space just inside the door.  There are no facilities here. 
 
3.2 Interpretation 

The churches offer a number of ways to find out about their mission, special qualities and 
history, including: 
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 Leaflets and guides – there is a simple black and white folded A4 sheet, dating 
from 1996, giving a brief overview of the history of St Cuthbert’s.  Local historian 
Dennis Telford has written and produced an engaging booklet on the history of Old 
Church, which is available to purchase locally.  As mentioned, the churches are also 
highlighted in the John Martin Heritage Trail leaflet, although there is no information 
or interpretation included  

 Information sheets – there are some laminated sheets available at Old Church 
providing some information on its history 

 The churches on line – both are mentioned on the comprehensive Haydon Bridge 
community website (http://www.haydon-bridge.co.uk/community-churches.php) and 
Old Church features on the Spirit in Stone site 
(http://www.spiritinstone.co.uk/churches/haydon-old-church&ssid=86094).  There is 
also an entry for St Cuthbert’s on the Church Near You website 
(http://www.achurchnearyou.com/haydon-bridge-st-cuthbert/) but the details have 
not been completed, which is a missed opportunity.  Indeed, finding information 
about services on line for either church is very difficult, and there is very little history 
available either 

 Talks and tours – the team welcomes and informs school groups during their visits 
to St Cuthbert’s and will do so for other visitors and groups on request 

 
3.3 Facilities 

Facilities at both churches are currently very limited.  Old Church has no lighting, heating, 
water or toilet facilities.  St Cuthbert’s has no toilet or catering facilities, and the lighting and 
heating are in need of upgrading.  St Cuthbert’s rather awkward vestry area, added on the 
north side of the nave, does not meet the needs of the building and is structurally unsound.  
There are no meeting rooms, offices or gathering spaces associated with either building and 
access to St Cuthbert’s tower is very limited. 
 
Parking is also an issue, with no safe off road parking at Old Church and only a couple of 
spaces behind the church at St Cuthbert’s.  There is some on street parking outside the 
latter but the village has identified the lack of parking generally as an issue for Haydon 
Bridge. 
 
 
4 Current and potential users 

4.1 The congregation 

To add.  Any information on ages, trends in worship in recent years? 
 
 
4.2 The community and other users 

As noted earlier, both churches are used very occasionally by the community for activities 
and events.  Haydon Bridge does have several multi-purpose community spaces already, 
including a community centre which is regularly used for village activities, events and twice-
weekly coffee mornings and The Bridge, a community library and information point.  Thus, 
while there is clearly potential for St Cuthbert’s in particular to become a more effective 
community resource and focus for activity, proposals will have to be carefully developed in 
order not to compete with other sites. 
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Haydon Bridge has a good level of facilities as a whole, including shops, post office, pubs 
and public toilets.  However, and rather surprisingly, it does not have a café.  This is a 
particular gap in provision that could potentially be filled by St Cuthbert’s in the future, as 
part of developing the site as a place where both local people and visitors can gather. 
 
4.3 Visitors 

As noted earlier, the numbers and nature of visitors to both churches is uncertain beyond 
services and events.  However, there is clearly potential for both to play a more active role 
as part of the visitor welcome and local heritage experience in Haydon Bridge.   
 
It has long been the aspiration of Haydon Bridge to become a tourist destination.  It sits on 
a through route to Hadrian’s Wall, sits on the edge of the National Park and the North 
Pennines AONB.  It also has offers a range of services and accommodation, has a railway 
station and good road access.  The Haydon Bridge Development Trust, set up to deliver the 
2008 Parish Plan, has been working towards enhancing the village and parish for local 
people and visitors alike and was instrumental in setting up The Bridge and developing the 
village website, amongst other projects.   
 
Developments at the two churches may be very timely in helping reinvigorate the Trust and 
inspire the partners to find more opportunities for attracting, inspiring and engaging local 
people and visitors. 
 
4.4 Volunteers 

The vision for the two churches is still at an early stage so the hard work has not yet begun 
to attract support and volunteers for any developments at either site.  However, the existing 
team is knowledgeable and enthusiastic and, given the impressive level of volunteer support 
engendered through the Trust in recent years, is confident that it can attract new volunteers 
and other support in due course.  The existing skills and interests of residents, such as the 
local historian, will be invaluable. 
  
4.5 Target audiences for heritage activity 

Based on this brief assessment of the mix of likely audiences at the churches, the Haydon 
Bridge community and context, and the team’s successes to date, the suggested target 
audiences for heritage engagement in the short to medium term are: 
 

 Local people and visitors interested in local history and natural heritage, 
including special interest groups and general interest visitors to the town and area.  
Local history and heritage may also be a useful tool for engaging with local older 
people through activities at the churches and in outreach work, while celebrating the 
nature of the churchyards could attract a whole new audience of all ages  

 Local and visiting children and families, through greater engagement with 
schools, by offering family-friendly activities and developing opportunities to meet, 
learn and have fun 

 Local people and visitors inspired by the creative and performing arts, by 
developing and promoting opportunities to showcase local talent, to get involved and 
by delivering projects that develop new creative skills for all ages 

 
 



6 
 

Heritage Activity Stage One Draft Report 
St Cuthbert’s Church and Old Church, Haydon Bridge 

Draft 2 

5 Heritage engagement opportunities 

5.1 Review of aspirations 

Although still at an early stage in developing its vision, the team has identified a number of 
potential opportunities for encouraging more users, attracting new volunteers and engaging 
more people with the heritage.  It is considering, for example: 
 

 Establishing Old Church as a venue for art exhibitions, capitalising on the active local 
interest in arts and crafts and the dynamic high school art department; the village art 
group, professional artists in the area and the school are potential partners for any 
developments 

 Testing and developing a community café in St Cuthbert’s as part of creating a lively 
and appealing destination / hub for local people and visitors 

 Enhancing facilities and reordering spaces in St Cuthbert’s to make it a more 
attractive venue for activities and events, performance, displays and exhibitions  

 Opportunities for engaging with nature at both churches, by encouraging, promoting 
and interpreting wildlife in the churchyards and working with local nature groups 

 Opening up the links between St Cuthbert’s, the village and the riverside, to create a 
more attractive place to linger and explore and to facilitate discovery and develop 
trails; one idea is to remove or reduce the wall around the churchyard to make it feel 
more open and welcoming 

 
The team has also identified valuable opportunities to engage more actively – and perhaps 
work in partnership – with key local organisations.  These include the Development Trust, 
Northumberland National Park (particularly in relation to promoting the village and churches 
as part of the Sill development), the National Trust and the North Pennines AONB 
partnership.  The church team already has a good relationship with the High School and First 
School, but there is potential to explore other opportunities for working together or 
facilitating activities, events and learning.  
 
Consolidating the buildings and upgrading supporting facilities, such as toilets, heating and 
catering, will of course also be crucial to enhance the experience for all church users from 
congregation to community and visitors. 
 
5.2 Key recommendations 

While the team’s longer term aspirations to improve the welcome and enhance facilities at 
both churches are to be welcomed, we recommend the team aims to undertake some 
modest, quick win activities as well.  These can be used to test the impact and efficacy of 
different actions on target audiences and assess likely demand for other projects and 
activities. 
 
Taking small and achievable steps will help raise the profiles of the churches and associated 
activities and events, demonstrate to local people and visitors that change is afoot and 
hopefully stimulate new interest in getting involved with the life of the churches (whether as 
a visitor, participant or a volunteer).  Importantly it will also provide valuable feedback to 
inform likely demand for new or different facilities, building on the consultation work already 
achieved to date. 
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5.3 Opportunities for engaging with the churches’ heritage 

These opportunities build upon existing successes and new ideas identified by the church 
team and during discussion with the Inspired Futures consultants.  The short term proposals 
here are a suggested list from which the team can cherry-pick, in order to test different 
approaches to engagement with the church mission, building and heritage.  Inviting 
comment and feedback at every stage, and evaluating each project against clear targets, will 
provide robust guidance on how best to target effort, resources and funds in the future. 
 
The short term activities recommended here are designed to raise the profiles of the 
churches and test sample events.  It is hoped that this will encourage new volunteers who 
might help steward the church (with the aim of developing a regular programme of opening 
outside services) as well as potentially attracting other folk who would be interested in taking 
on the development and delivery of some of these new activities in the medium and longer 
term. 
 
The medium and longer term projects suggested here will be dependent upon the successes 
or otherwise in the short term, and the team should remain open to developing and adapting 
its vision to respond to findings and feedback.  All these elements are suggestions only and 
should be explored and reviewed at each stage within the parameters of the churches’ 
mission, other projects and activities and the overall vision for the sites. 
 
Suggestions for short term actions and activities: 
 
 An activity and interpretation plan – the church team’s vision is still being defined, 

which makes this the perfect time to develop its heritage activity and interpretation 
proposals alongside its overall redevelopment and reordering scheme.  A robust plan for 
activities and interpretation will help to focus effort, phase the work and plot the 
necessary heritage aims, actions and outcomes 

 
 Consultation – the team should consider more opportunities to consult with the 

community and visitors on what people like, dislike and would like to see in future.  More 
active engagement brings considerable benefits in testing activities and directing future 
resources and effort and will always be welcomed by funders.  The team has suggested 
that public events are not always the best way to get feedback, so other opportunities 
include: 

 
 Direct discussions on ideas and opportunities with key groups, organisations and 

potential partners, including the school, Haydon Bridge Development Trust, National 
Park, North Pennines AONB; tell them what you’re considering doing and invite their 
input on needs and expectations; garner their support and respond to their 
suggestions 

 Developing a simple online questionnaire that asks how people use the churches 
currently and invites feedback on various potential future activities and events; this 
could be circulated widely and well promoted, perhaps with an incentive to take part, 
such as a prize draw (sites such as Surveymonkey are easy to use and offer up to ten 
questions for free) 

 A small display of ideas and opportunities in St Cuthbert’s, with an invitation to leave 
comments and vote on preferred ideas, available whenever the church is open.  This 
could also be put up elsewhere locally e.g. in the other village churches, the library, 
at the pub, at the station and farther afield 
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 Encourage feedback and support during and after all church activities and events; 
provide very short questionnaires for people to complete before they leave (give out 
cards and pencils at the end); consider a supermarket style voting system to keep it 
even simpler (some Perspex or plastic boxes with options showing development 
options, different activities or asking simple questions, then give each person a token 
to vote with) 
 

 Welcome – the opportunity to display ‘welcome, we are open’ signage at the door of St 
Cuthbert’s and on the gate onto the main road, whenever the church is open (including 
when the cleaner or flower arrangers are at work).  While this might have to be a longer 
term aim, given the limited access to the building currently, it is worth considering in the 
short term too to reinforce the message in the village that change is afoot!  Replace the 
laminated notice on the gate to Old Church with a more robust, high quality sign; in the 
short term this could be a small canvas banner, which is eye-catching and cost-effective 
to buy and easy to change / update 

 
 Access to the churches – if both churches are to remain locked outside of services and 

events for the time being, but the team is happy to permit unsupervised access, consider 
installing key safes at one or both buildings.  Supply a phone number so visitors can call 
for the code(s); this could link to a pre-recorded message so that the number does not 
need to be manned.  The codes can be changed regularly to avoid misuse 

 
 Provide copies of the John Martin trail – in the short term, the team should ensure 

they offer this trail leaflet for visitors; it features both churches and provides a quick and 
easy solution for encouraging visitors to take a stroll, visit both churches and discover 
other places of interest locally.  A longer term aspiration might be to develop other trails 
that link the two churches and/or to provide new longer tours that link Haydon’s 
churches with other places of worship and places of interest 

 
 It is proposed below that the churches / parish develop a new website.  In the shorter 

term the aim could be to establish a Facebook page as an opportunity to share ideas 
and invite feedback.  However, this should only be considered if an individual or small 
team can be tasked with keeping the page live, engaging and up to date 
 
 

Suggestions for medium term actions and activities:  
 

 Website development – the churches do not have a dedicated website currently but 
do feature on various associated sites.  A longer term aspiration could be to establish a 
volunteer group to take on a dedicated St Cuthbert’s and Old Church / parish website for 
worship and heritage, with the aim of making history, archives, events arts etc. available 
on line in the future.  A new website offers opportunities for controlling content and 
adding and updating as required.  Putting archive material and other heritage resources 
on line is recommended, and an attractive and engaging website will help engage with 
remote users and encourage visits.  Ensure that the website offers links to other 
churches, organisations and resources (not least the village and John Martin websites), 
and encourage partners to reciprocate 

 
 Restoration diary / blog – again, a medium / longer term project may be to put 

together a small team to record the restoration and reordering work, with the aim of 
keeping a diary of the work as part of the heritage record and with the potential to 
produce a regular blog to tell people about the work being done on site.  This could be 
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shared via Facebook and/or on the web (perhaps hosted by the community website if a 
church site has not be established by this point).  This would be good for profile-raising, 
skills development and to attract repeat visits 

 
 Develop skills and create new archives – consider working in partnership with 

others (e.g. the high school, a local photography group, The Bridge) to establish a 
project to photograph, research and share information on the gravestones in both 
churches; this would complement the existing burial plans available on line3.  This project 
could be used to test interest and engagement and, if successful, aim to develop a more 
comprehensive research project to collect more stories and create and digitise archives 
for both churches.  Relevant skills training could be offered as part of this process to 
encourage new volunteers to get involved 

 
 Exploring arts opportunities – the team has identified the arts as an opportunity for 

engaging the community and visitors.  In the short to medium term, offer the churches 
as venues for two or three different scale creative / arts projects and test and evaluate 
the process and outcomes.  If successful, work with experienced arts organisations to 
help take this forward, and consider projects that will bring wider community benefits 
and engage new and different audiences in the longer term; take inspiration from 
innovate projects like the photography and light project developed in partnership 
between Fort Nelson, digital artists and a local autism support group in Portsmouth4  

 

Suggestions for longer term actions and activities: 
 
The following projects are likely to be interlinked, enabling the church to be part of a 
community history project and be able to showcase its own story and the local heritage.  It 
is also hoped that new and different volunteers would be inspired to take part and that 
sharing and developing new skills would be at the heart of this work. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the church consider drawing in specialist skills to help lead 
and develop the projects, and that the team looks for someone with experience of working 
with community groups and specialises in developing heritage-related skills and initiatives 
 
 Interpreting the Old Church – the team has expressed a wish to remove the old 

laminated sheets that have been the interpretation offer at Old Church for many years.  
The question is then what to provide in their place that is suitably robust and appropriate 
to the historic building and its unique ambience.  One option might be a booklet guide 
suitable for the cool damp building; this could be a printed ‘flipbook’ made from canvas, 
which will withstand regular use and the unheated conditions; this could be on attached 
to a stand or lectern if there are concerns about it being removed.  An example of a high 
quality printed fabric book can be seen at Hexham Abbey’s new exhibition. 

 
An alternative for consideration in the longer term – which would create an unusual and 
atmospheric resource – is a wind-up soundpost.  This could be installed discreetly inside 
or outside the building, with the option to listen to a number of short tracks that provide 
insights into the building’s history as well as, for example, the voices of local people 

                                           
3 For example, Thomas John Bewick who is buried at Old Church was the manager at the Langley 
Barony Colliery at Haydon Bridge: http://www.dmm.org.uk/whoswho/b620.htm; and there is a book 
about the mine and working the ‘Bewick Vein’: http://www.dmm.org.uk/colliery/l912.htm  
4 https://www.royalarmouries.org/events/events-at-fort-nelson/calendar/2015-02-09/light-fever 
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reminiscing about the building, the sounds of wildlife in the churchyard and some short 
clips of church music.  A wind-up post requires no power beyond turning the wheel a few 
times, and volume can be easily adjusted by the team so that it is not overly intrusive.  
To try out a unit locally, visit Kielder Viaduct, where a soundpost has been introduced on 
the trail beneath the structure 

 
 Interpreting St Cuthbert’s – explore the potential for new interpretation about the 

church and community with The Bridge and Development Trust.  It is important not to 
duplicate the welcome, orientation and interpretation work of the Trust but, if 
appropriate, the church could offer complementary interpretation beyond its own story.   

 
In the first instance, consider creating a short-term exhibition about the two churches 
(perhaps using pop-up banners) that can be moved around between the churches and 
lent out to partners as required.  This could be used at St Cuthbert’s and Old Church 
whenever they are open for events and/or as required, and also lent out to other 
locations in the village and area to raise the profile of the churches and community as 
appropriate e.g. other attractions, TICs, libraries, schools, hospitals in the area.   

 
The team should evaluate the success of these displays, particularly when they are sited 
in the two churches, and see whether there is interest in and demand for more 
permanent interpretation in St Cuthbert’s.  If so, work with community partners to 
develop the brief and commission a reputable interpretive design company to identify the 
most effective way to introduce interpretation into the building.  It is recommended that 
any new interpretation for the church interior is designed to be easily moveable / 
demountable so that the church retains optimum flexibility for worship, activities and 
events and can accommodate any changes in layout later on.  The aim should be to 
include temporary exhibition resources, such as display panels and graphic templates, 
within the design package so other exhibitions can be easily put on by the church, 
community, schools and groups on site (and/or loaned out) 

 
 New resources for schools and families – the church already has good relations with 

local schools but would like to develop more links.  It is strongly recommended that the 
team talks to the teachers to explore the most relevant activities and resources that 
would make the two churches attractive to school and other education groups.  These 
resources, which can also be available to groups and families, might include:   

  
 Discovery trails for exploring inside and outside the churches, including the wildlife 

of the churchyards and, at St Cuthbert’s, links to the river.  The aim could be to 
create seasonal trails/activity sheets, so that users can access and download different 
ones through the year to keep local families as well as visitors interested and 
returning (this was done as part of the Kielder Viaduct heritage project and four 
simple black-and-white A4 sheets were made available on line, avoiding the need for 
the team on the ground to provide a lot of print versions5)  

 Activity packs for a range of ages e.g. bags of different blocks for smaller children 
so they can look for these shapes in the church; magnifying glasses, binoculars, 
mirrors for older children to encourage searching for details and looking at spaces in 
different ways; inspiration bags that include copies of artworks, poetry, stories and 
music to encourage creativity  

                                           
5 Find the seasonal activity sheets at http://www.visitkielder.com/play/history 
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 Geocache(s) in and around the two churches, which incorporate interpretation into 
the boxes along with relevant small items (badges, bookmarks) as souvenirs for the 
treasure hunters 

 
 AV equipment for St Cuthbert’s – consider installing high quality AV equipment so 

that the church can be used for events, training, performances and potentially a 
community film club.  Consider working with the local school and other groups to 
research, write and produce a community film that could be shown here and made 
available on line6  

 
 Perambulatory performances – engage new and different audiences and encourage 

healthy walking by testing out a costumed guided walk event between the two churches 
that explores the history of the village.  This could perhaps be developed in partnership 
with The Bridge and/or local theatre group, and the costumed tour guides could be, for 
example, ‘John Martin’, ‘Philip Larkin’ or his partner ‘Monica Jones’.  There is also the 
potential to link these with e.g. photography, painting and/or creative writing workshops.  
If this is a popular event and receives positive feedback, consider running it again and/or 
developing other events along similar lines 

 
  

                                           
6 Again, this was an element the local history group chose to pursue as part of the Kielder Viaduct 
project; the film can be viewed at http://www.visitkielder.com/play/history 
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Appendix – Supporting information and useful contacts 
(to follow) 
 


